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	ANSWER
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	Contact details

Name 

Address

Voice

FAX 

E Mail 
	MARCELLO RUTA

Department of Earth Sciences, University of Bristol, BRISTOL BS8 1RJ

0117 954 5379

0117 925 3385

M.Ruta@bristol.ac.uk
	Proposed title of your contribution (This should be as interesting, eye-catching and accessible as possible.)
	THE WOOD FROM THE TREES: PHYLOGENETIC APPROACHES TO LARGE-SCALE EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF LIFE

	Your contribution

Symposium X

Evening lecture

Specialist group meeting

Workshop

Field excursion
	Symposium
	Description of the core message of your contribution (c. 75 words) and if possible a list of topics to be covered
	The proposed symposium seeks to provide state-of-the-art information on fundamental episodes in the history of life, using the shape of phylogenetic trees (either already available or newly assembled) as the starting point for macroevolutionary investigation. Themes include: clade origin; evolutionary novelties and their impact on diversification; morphological diversity and taxonomic richness; the quality of the palaeontological record; terrestrialization; fossils and molecular clocks



	Length of contribution

Symposia and other meetings will generally be a half or a whole day with slots of 30 minutes for keynotes and 15 minutes for regular talks. 
	One day
	Four keywords summarising your contribution 


	Phylogeny, macroevolution, deep time, fossil record

	Preferred timing

Symposia will be held on the Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. Specialist groups and workshops on the Thursday.
	Wednesday
	Details of intended publication, if any


	TBA

	Venue requirements
	PowerPoint projection


	Potential keynote speaker(s) to be approached


	Mike Coates (Chicago)

Peter Wagner (Chicago)

Andy Purvis (Silwood)

William Crepet (Cornell)

Peter Mayhew (York)



	Size of potential audience


	100-150
	Summarise four key points that may be of interest to the press
	1. Adaptive radiations and key adaptations are much more complex than biologists imagined.  For example, the key features that make birds successful (feathers, flight, warm-bloodedness) arose over 100 million years, not in one revolution, and this is revealed from study of new fossils and new phylogenetic trees.

2. Knowing the exact shape of phylogenetic trees allows us to document the origins of major groups properly, to track how diversity and morphological change may often be out of step.

3. Big trees also let us estimate the effects of mass extinctions more rigorously than before, and to assess the effects of uneven sampling of fossils through geological time. 

4. New methods of ‘tree thinking’ in palaeontology and modern biology, and methods that link phylogenertic trees based on molecular sequencing with fossil evidence will give us our first confident picture of the large-scale shape of evolution.  This marks also a unification of currently rather separate disciplines.

	Funding.  It is expected that organizers will be responsible for their own budgets for invited speakers. An indication of the organizations/ societies that are supporting the symposium can be entered here.
	Palaeontological Association; Royal Society; Linnean Society; Systematics Association – we have yet to make applications, but will do so when and if the proposal is accepted for IPC 2100
	Have you any comments you would like to add?
	N/A


