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ANNUAL REPORT, 2010

The highpoint of 2010 was the Third International Paleontological Congress, hosted in London, from June 28 to July 3 by the Palaeontological Association and its partners, the Natural History Museum, the Palaeontographical Society, the Micropalaeontological Society and the International Palaeontological Association.  The event, attended by over 800 scientists, included a rich variety of excellent symposia, technical sessions, workshops and field trips.  It was highly successful.

The International Palaeontological Association convened an Ordinary Meeting   of its General Assembly at the congress in London, on July 1, 2010.  

President David A. T. Harper called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting of June 20, 2006, held in Beijing, were approved.

President Harper presented his report.  He noted three significant developments that had occurred during his tenure.  (1) The relationship between IPA and the Lethaia Foundation had been strengthened.  Among other things, this had led to funding of the Lethaia Foundation Public Lecture, “Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of Species”, presented by Dr. Sean B. Carroll at the 2010 Congress.  This lecture, given before a large audience, was very well received.  (2) IPA’s PaleoParks Project was established and moved rapidly forward under the energetic leadership of Dr. Jere Lipps.  (3) Proposals were reviewed, a decision was reached, and plans were laid in collaboration with the organizing committee for IPC 2010 to be held at Imperial College, the British Museum of Natural History, and the Royal Geographical Society, in London.

IPA has recently participated to a limited extent in meetings of the International Union of Geological Sciences and the International Union of Biological Sciences, with which it is affiliated.  Dr. Hiroshi Kitazato (IPA Councillor-at-Large) participated as an observer at the IUGS Executive Committee Meeting, held in January, 2007 at Nara, Japan.  Also in 2007, Dr. Lucy E. Edwards served as a delegate from IPA to the General Assembly of IUBS in Washington, D.C.  

President Harper reported that in 2006, IPA had accepted an invitation to join a consortium, under the aegis of ProGEO, the European Association for the Conservation of the Geological Heritage, in sponsoring a new journal, Geoheritage.  Dr. Jere Lipps serves on the editorial board of this journal.  On 13 July, 2006, a Memorandum of Cooperation was signed, establishing IPA as an Affiliate of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature.  IPA participated as an Associate Partner, represented by Vice-President Daniel Goujet, in development of the programme of the International Year of Planet Earth, 2007-09.  In 2009, IPA pledged its support for the Young Earth for Society Congress, convened by a group of young geoscientists who aim to establish an international network of cooperation and active participation in efforts to advance the geological sciences.  In addition, the IPA had sponsored a large number of international meetings focused on various aspects of paleontology over the past four years.

President Harper concluded his remarks by thanking his colleagues for their willing and effective cooperation, citing Secretary-General Rosalie Maddocks     and Treasurer Bruce Lieberman in particular for their strong support. 

The report of Secretary-General Rosalie Maddocks, who could not be present, was taken as read.  It includes lists of Officers and Delegates who constitute the Council of IPA.  It records numbers of 2009-10 members, as follows:  Corporate – 16, Subscribers to Lethaia – 135, Ordinary Individual Members – 3 (but see Appendix).  The relationship between IPA and the international journal Lethaia is explained.  Owned by the Lethaia Foundation and now published by Wiley-Blackwell, Lethaia was adopted by IPA as its official journal in 1970.  The report also provides details of the website and four electronic directories that are maintained by IPA.

The Treasurer, Dr. Bruce Lieberman reported that recent instability of global financial markets had reduced IPA’s interest income but not its capital fund.  He urged those present to encourage the paleontological organizations of which they are members to maintain their corporate memberships, or to become corporate members if they are not already affiliated with IPA.  The Association’s financial resources are very limited.  Its main ongoing expenditure supports IPA’s  presence on the Internet through its website and maintenance of the world list     of palaeontologists.  IPA contributed $2000 in support of student travel to the Third International Palaeontological Congress in London, in 2010.

Dr. Jere Lipps reported on progress of the PaleoParks project.  The objective of this enterprise is not to establish a new structure of evaluation and oversight of fossil localities.  Rather, its purpose is to support local and international organizations that already conserve sites of significant palaeontological interest, or groups that may wish to do so.  Two databases are being set up.  One, open to the public at large, will list protected sites.  The other, accessible only by password, will list unprotected sites that local groups may be seeking to conserve.

[bookmark: _GoBack]An electronic book, published by Carnets de Geologie, describes ten paleoparks on which reports were presented in a workshop at IPC 2006.  A second E-book based on reports presented at this meeting and others to be solicited is in preparation.  Further development of the PaleoParks project calls for the designation of country representatives and establishment of an IPA committee to assess proposals for inclusion of sites in the program.  Dr. Lipps thanked the IPA for $400 it had provided to support development of the PaleoParks initiative.
The report of the Nominating Committee was taken as read.  The following officers of the International Paleontological Association and members of its Council were elected to serve from July 1, 2010 to the date of the next Ordinary General Meeting of IPA, in 2014.

PRESIDENT   Dr. Michael Benton (UK) 

TREASURER   Dr. Bruce Lieberman (USA) 

SECRETARY-GENERAL   Dr. Roger D. K. Thomas (USA)  

VICE PRESIDENTS
Dr. Lucia Angiolini (Italy)
Dr. Mikhail A. Fedonkin (Russia)
Dr. Hiroshi Kitazato (Japan)
Dr. Thomas Servais (Belgium)
Dr. Zhonghe Zhou (China)

COUNCILLORS-AT-LARGE
Dr. Beatriz Waisfeld (Argentina)
Dr. Svend Stouge (Denmark)

The incoming President, Michael Benton, observed that the International Palaeontological Association has a tiny membership and little money.  But, it is the primary sponsor of a highly successful series of international congresses.   The first order of business for the new Council will be to establish a process to set the site and dates of the fourth congress, IPC 2014.  

Following the Ordinary General Meeting, the new officers and members of the IPA Council met briefly.  They discussed ways of increasing the visibility of IPA.  Paleontologists should be encouraged to register in the Directory of Palaeontologists of the World and to become individual members of IPA.  An invitation to join IPA as individual members would be sent to participants in   IPC 2010 and distributed on PaleoNet.  It was also suggested that IPA consider establishing an electronic newsletter.  

It was agreed that a process should immediately be set in motion to establish the location and dates of the next International Palaeontological Congress, IPC 4, to be convened in 2014.  Subsequently, preliminary proposals were received, offering to hold IPC 4 in Muscat, Oman or in Mendoza, Argentina.  These proposals have been reviewed by members of the Council of IPA.  Questions that need to be addressed by each group of potential organizers were compiled and submitted to the organizers.  Final proposals will be distributed to the Council and the site of IPC 4 will be determined in late January, 2011.

R. D. K. Thomas, Secretary-General				14 January, 2011


APPENDIX
IPA: MEMBERSHIP AND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL

CORPORATE MEMBERS 2010-11 AND THEIR DELEGATES (as of January, 2011)
Canada, British Columbia Paleontological Alliance; no delegate appointed
France, APF (Association Paléontologique Française); Dr. Taniel Danelian
France, Staff of Carnets de Géologie - Notebooks on Geology; Dr. Bruno Granier
India, Palaeontological Society of India; Professor M. P. Singh
IRGO International Research Group on Ostracoda; Dr. Finn Viehberg
Japan, Palaeontological Society of Japan; Dr. Kazuyoshi Endo
New Zealand, The Royal Society of New Zealand; Dr. James Crampton
Poland, Polish Section of Palaeontologists; delegate to be appointed
Spain, Sociedad Española de Paleontologia; delegate to be appointed
Switzerland, Société Paléontologique Suisse; delegate to be appointed
United Kingdom, The Micropalaeontological Society; Dr. M. Paul Smith
United Kingdom, The Palaeontological Association; Dr. Howard A. Armstrong
U.S.A., Botanical Society of America, Paleobotanical Section; delegate to be appointed
U.S.A., The Paleontological Society; delegate to be appointed
U.S.A., Paleontological Society of Washington; delegate to be appointed

FORMER CORPORATE MEMBERS (for 2009, as of December 2009)
China, Palaeontological Society of China, Dr. Qun Yang
Czech Republic, Geological Institute AS CR; no delegate appointed

OTHER DELEGATES APPOINTED TO THE COUNCIL OF IPA
Dr. David A. T. Harper, Past-President, 2010-2014
Dr. Rosalie Maddocks, Past Secretary-General, 2010-2014
Dr. Jere H. Lipps, Delegate for PaleoParks Project, 2006–current
Dr. Jan Audun Rasmussen, Delegate for Lethaia, 2010-2014

INDIVIDUAL (ORDINARY) MEMBERS
As of January 12, 2011, the IPA has 71 ordinary members.  This represents a large increase, prompted by the invitation to join IPA that was circulated by the incoming President.  This notice went to all participants in the International Palaeontological Congress held in London last July.  It was also distributed electronically to the palaeontological community at large by way of PaleoNet.

LETHAIA SUBSCRIBERS 2010 
As of June 15, 2010, the IPA had 135 members who subscribe as individuals to the journal Lethaia.  Their membership fees, included in their subscriptions, are remitted to IPA by the Lethaia Foundation.
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