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President David A. T. Harper called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  About     25 members were present.  In light of the modest number of people participating, those present were invited to introduce themselves.  Rather more that half of those present were members of IPA.

Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting of June 20, 2006, held in Beijing, were taken as read.  The minutes thereby received unanimous approval.

President Harper presented his report.  His service had proved challenging but enjoyable.  He noted three significant developments that had occurred during his tenure.  (1) The relationship between IPA and the Lethaia Foundation had been strengthened.  Among other things, this led to funding of the Lethaia Foundation Public Lecture, “Remarkable Creatures: Epic Adventures in the Search for the Origins of Species” by Sean B. Carroll, at the 2010 Congress.  This lecture, given before a large audience, was very well received.  (2) The establishment and preliminary development of IPA’s PaleoParks Project under the energetic leadership of Dr. Jere Lipps.  (3) Proposals were reviewed, a decision was made, and plans were laid in conjunction with the organizing committee for IPC 2010 to be held at Imperial College, the British Museum of Natural History, and the Royal Geographical Society, in London.  Further details of IPA’s interaction with the International Union of Biological Sciences, the International Union of Geological Sciences, ProGEO (European Association for the Conservation of Geological Heritage), YES (Young Earth Scientists for Society) and the ICZN, as well as IPA sponsorship of numerous palaeontological meetings, are set out in President Harper’s written report.  President Harper concluded his remarks by thanking his colleagues on the IPA Council for their willing and effective cooperation, singling out Secretary-General Rosalie Maddocks and Treasurer Bruce Lieberman for their strong support. 

The detailed written report of the Secretary-General Rosalie Maddocks, who was not able to be present, was taken as read.

The Treasurer discussed his written report.  Dr. Bruce Lieberman thanked his colleagues on the Council for the pleasure of working easily with them.  He noted that recent instability of global financial markets had reduced IPA’s interest income but not its capital fund, as the latter is conservatively invested.  He urged those present to encourage the paleontological organizations of which they are members to maintain their corporate memberships, or to become corporate members if they are not already affiliated with IPA.  The Treasurer acknowledged that it is easier for societies in some parts of the world to do this than others.  In response to questions, he explained the criteria for corporate and individual membership in IPA.

It was observed that the Treasurer’s written report included no numbers at all, which is unusual.  The Treasurer explained that IPA’s financial resources are very meager, so the actual numbers have never been publically reported.  He was more than willing to discuss the disposition of IPA’s funds.  The principal expenditure supports IPA’s presence on the Internet through its website and maintenance of the world list of paleontologists.  IPA contributed $2000 in support of student travel to the Congress in London, this year.

Dr. Jere Lipps reported on progress of the PaleoParks project.  The objective of this enterprise is not to establish a new structure of evaluation and oversight.  Rather, it is to support local and international organizations that already conserve sites of significant palaeontological interest, or groups that may wish to do so.  Two databases are being set up.  One, open to the public at large, will list protected sites.  The other, accessible only by password, will list unprotected sites that local groups are seeking to conserve.

An electronic book, published by Carnets de Geologie, describes ten examples of paleoparks on which reports were presented in a workshop at IPC 2006.  A second E-book based on reports presented at this meeting and others to be solicited is in preparation.  Jere Lipps provided a brief outline of these presentations.  Further development of the PaleoParks project calls for the establishment of a list of country representatives and an IPA committee to assess proposals for inclusion of sites in the program.  Dr. Lipps thanked IPA for $400 provided in support of development of the PaleoParks initiative.

The written report of the Nominating Committee was taken as read.  The following officers of the International Paleontological Association and members of its Council were thereby elected to serve from July 1, 2010 to the date of the next Ordinary General Meeting of IPA, in 2014.

PRESIDENT   Dr. Michael Benton (UK) 

TREASURER   Dr. Bruce Lieberman (USA) 

SECRETARY-GENERAL   Dr. Roger D.K. Thomas (USA)  

VICE PRESIDENTS
Dr. Lucia Angiolini (Italy)
Dr. Mikhail A. Fedonkin (Russia)
Dr. Hiroshi Kitazato (Japan)
Dr. Thomas Servais (Belgium)
Dr. Zhonghe Zhou (China)

COUNCILLORS-AT-LARGE
Dr. Beatriz Waisfeld (Argentina)
Dr. Svend Stouge (Denmark)
The incoming President, Michael Benton, observed that the International Palaeontological Association has a tiny membership, but it is the primary sponsor of a highly successful series of international congresses.  IPA has considerable prestige but next to no money.

The first order of business for the new Council will be to establish a process to determine the site and date of the next congress, IPC 2014.  No offers to host the next congress or suggestions of potential sites emerged from the floor.  Other new initiatives will be pursued, once the process of selecting a site for the next congress is underway.

President Benton thanked the retiring officers, Rosalie Maddocks, Bruce Lieberman who is continuing as Treasurer, and especially David Harper, for their good work.  He welcomed the new Vice-Presidents and other members of the Council, with whom he looked forward to working.

The Ordinary General Meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.


EXECUTIVE SESSION

The new officers and members of the IPA Council met briefly following the Ordinary General Meeting.

Discussion focused initially on the role of IPA.  A European Palaeontological Association had been established but did not long survive.  It sponsored no meetings, on a continent where this need is met by strong national or regional societies.  The International Federation of Palynological Societies (IFPS) organizes a quadrennial International Palynological Congress.  The next one will be in Tokyo, in 2012, after which it will probably go to Brazil.  IFPS solicits contributions of $1.50 per member from its affiliates.

It was suggested that IPA consider ways of increasing its visibility, perhaps by holding receptions at regional meetings.  It was noted that the Lethaia Foundation may have funds available to support special projects.  Paleontologists should be encouraged to register in the Directory of Palaeontologists of the World and to become individual members of IPA.  An invitation/letter of encouragement to do these things will be sent to participants in IPC 2010 and also distributed on PaleoNet.  It was suggested that IPA consider establishing an electronic newsletter.  

It was agreed that, over the next couple of months, members of the Council will discuss possible sites of IPC 2014 with potential organizers.  This may be followed by a broadcast call for proposals.  Given the sites of the first three congresses, it would be natural for the next one to be in the Americas.  Argentina, Brazil and Toronto were suggested.

A formal letter of thanks from IPA will be sent to the organizers of IPC 2010 in London, thanking them for the excellent program they put on.
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